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estled in the green pines
of the southern tip of
the Rockies, Ruidoso
has long been one of the
nation’s best kept vacation secrets.
Until now, that is.
When Woman's Day magazine hit

the streets this summer, millions of
Americans got their first
hint of

the Land of Enchant-
ment’s mountain treasure,
And the summer edition of Vaca-
tion magazine tossed out its own ac-

colade, naming the southern New
Mexico city as one of the top 10 small
town vacation sites in the United
States.

That, incidentally, was part of the
magazine’s top 100 best
United States summer va-
cation sites,

Woman's Day touted
Ruidoso as one of the
country's great sports
vacations at bargain
prices, sharing the ex-

clusive listing with
resorts such as Palm
Springs, Calif.; Sun Valley,
Idaho; Aspen, Colo.; Cape
Caod, Mass.; and Club
Med in Florida.
Vacation magazine
meanwhile ranked Rui-
doso, in a category of
resort communities
with a population of
1,000 to 8,500, right
along with Branson,
Mo.; Mountain View,
Ark.; Cody, Wyo,;
and New Glarus,
Wis.
“It appears our
advertising cam-
paign has paid
off,” says Joan
Bailey, executive
director of the

Ruidoso Valley

Chamber of

Commerce.
“We've had so many phone
inquiries that we've broughtin a
part-time person to help handle
calls,” says Bailey.

Ruidoso, a town with only a small
industry and commerce base, has

. Ruidoso

capitalized on what it does best: make

visitors (some for a short visit and
others for a lifetime) feel at home in
the area best known for its nationally
renowned Ruidoso Downs where the
world’s greatest quarter horses race
each summer.
More than 5,200

walked into the
chamber’s office
during the first five
months of the year
requesting informa-
tion about Ruidoso
and surrounding

communities.
Another 10,900 requested informa-
tion over the telephone and 7,100

mailed in requests for information
from all 50 states with the greatest
number coming from Texas,
Arkansas, New Mexico and Arizona.

Along with the deluge were re-
quests from 22 foreign countries in-
cluding Canada, Panama, Nigeria,
Australia, Spain, Chile and Kuwait.

“Our advertising stresses that you
can come to Ruidoso for a day ora
lifetime,” says Bailey, who has lived
in Ruidoso for 16 vears.

It's a great place to visit, a safe place
to raise a family, and a wonderful
I.'lln'll'l“ to retire,” she says,

“It's a pearl surrounded by a sea of
desert,” says Ruidoso Mayor Victor
Alonzo without a hint of modesty
about his town.

“We are positioned in a state that
for whatever reason is popular right

now,” says Bailey

ocated on the eastern slopes

of the Sacramento Mountains

on Highway 70 on an oasis be-
tween Roswell and Tularosa, MM,




Look First At the CEI
Product Line:

Circulating Hot Oil Heaters
Hot Oil Coiled Tanks
Electrically Heated Tanks
Direct Fired Tanks
Double Walled Tanks
Heavy OQil Preheaters
Waste O1l Preheaters
Asphalt Drum Melters

Jacketed Asphalt Pumps
Jacketed Pipe and Fittings
Jackted Asphalt Strainers
Hot Oil Strainers
Tank Temperature Controls
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P.O. Box 9156, Albuquenque, NM 87118
(505) 8778107 Toll Free: 1-800-545-4034

FAX; (505) 877-8714

CEI

does more
than make

the best
asphalt storage
and
heating systems.

CEI gives you sales, service
and engineering departments
designed to give you the best
products and the best service
anywhere. We promise to
satisfy all of your concerns:
"better efficiency, greater
safety and no threat to

the environment."

3 Year Manufacturer's Limited Warranty
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& Mecting Rooms 30-300 people
# Executive Board Room

& AV Equipment Available

® Restaurant ® Art Ciallery

& Convenience Stone

Carrizo Canyon Road

CARRIZO LODGE

& Singles wo fully
furnished condominiums
* Heated Pool ® Spas ® Sauna
» Convenientl Location (o
Racetrack and 5ki Apache

Ruidoso, New Mexico
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Ruidoso has a lot going for it

Ruidoso, and neighboring Ruidoso
Dovwns and Alto, are bordered by the
Lincoln National Forest on the east and
north and the Mescalero Apache Indi-
an Reservation on the south.

It's 191 miles from Albuquerque; 124
miles from El Paso; 288 miles from
Amarillo; and 369 miles from Tucson.

MNew Mexico, in fact, is so popular
that it is the first state to have a perma-
nent exhibit in the Smithsonian Insti-
tute in Washington, D.C.

Opened last month, the exhibit ex-
amines the dynamics of New Mexico's
culturally diverse population.

The exhibition shows how American
Indians and Hispanic American peo-
ple have endured in New Mexico
while resisting successive efforts by
dominant cultures to absorb them. It
demonstrates how the two cultures
have survived while achieving coexis-
tence within the Anglo-American cul-
ture,

And that, in part, is the charm of the
Ruidoso area.

Welcome mat out

BETWEEN MAY and September,
Ruidoso’s population more than
quadruples as the warm days and cool
evenings beckon heat-weary Texans,
Mew Mexicans, Mexican Nationals and
others to the picturesque mountain
ared.

Also enticed by the mild summers
are thousands of horsemen who race
their steeds at Ruidoso Downs, annual-
ly pumping millions into the local
ECONOmYy.

Located just east of Ruidoso on
Highway 70, Ruidoso Downs is the na
tion’s leading quarter horse track and
among the top thoroughbred tracks in
the Southwest.

The 52 million All American Futuri-
ty, the world's richest quarter horse
race, is an annual event.

“Ruidoso Downs has always been an
anchor for the community,” says Bai-
ley, the executive director of the Rui-
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doso Valley Chamber of Commerce,

“It pulls in a lot of horse racing fans,
who once they got here, need places to
stay and eat.

“It has a double impact in that it cre-
ates jobs, even though they may mostly
be seasonal.”

Although there is much more to Rui-
doso now than just horse racing, Bai-
ley says that was not the case 20 to 30
YEars ago.

“At one time, the only awareness
generated about Ruidoso was through
the track’s advertising programs,” she
says, “Owver the last 30 years the track
has brought credibility to the valley
while attracting other events, activities
and businesses to Ruidoso.”

his year, Ruidoso Downs will

award more than $8 million in

winning purses while generat-
ing millions of dollars more for the vil-
lage, county and state through pari-
mutuel, property and sales taxes.

In 1991, about 350,000 fans wagered
more than 540 million during the
track’s 78-day season. About 531 mil-
lion of the total wagered were re-
turned to the public in the form of
winning bets, The state received about
$225,000 in pari-mutuel tax.

; During the
off season (October
through April), Rui-
doso Downs employs
about 30 full time
workers, but the pay-
roll swells to 450
during racing.

Ruidoso Downs
racetrack and the

Mescalero Apache Tribe are the area’s
biggest employers.

Like the villages of Ruidoso and
Ruidoso Downs, Ruidoso Downs race-
track has felt the effects of the oil bust
and the recession.

Attendance and dollars wagered at
the track have been dropping over the
last two vears, despite millions of dol-

lars in improvements to the grand-

This is the only line
you should touch
when you see a

|_‘ downed

A downed power
line isn’t necessarily
a dead power line.
Protect yourself
around downed lines
by keeping your
distance and avoid-
ing any contact —
direct or indirect —
with them. Instead,
warn others to stay
away and find a
telephone to notify
your local Texas-
New Mexico Power
Company office or
law enforcement
officials.

For more information about electrical safety, call or visit your local
TNP office and ask for the free brochure, **Straight Talk about

Electrical Safety.”’

Texas-NewMexico

Power Cormpany.
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of this unique
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stands and barn area.

“Ruidoso Downs is like most other
racing jurisdictions,” says Max John-
son, Ruidoso Downs general manager.
“We are struggling to attract fans.”

uidoso Downs may not be rev-
eling in the glory it experienced
1 years ago, but Johnson says

track owners B.ID. Hubbard and Ed
Allred are committed to Ruidoso

Downs and the surrounding commu-
nities.

Mot only
does Hubbard
own control-
ling interest in
Ruidoso
Downs race-
track, he also
1 owns substan-
tial interests in
The Links at

Sierra Blanca, an 18-hole municipal
golf course in Ruidoso; and the Rui-

and industry dollars after the 1970s oil bust
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doso Horse Sales Company in Glencoe,

Ruidoso is also home for the R.D.
Hubbard and Joan Dale Hubbard
Foundation, a non-profit entity dedi-
cated to improving educational oppor-
tunities for students which funds the
new Anne C, Stradling Museum of the
Horse at Ruidoso Downs, The muse-
um opened last May.

“All of those things are geared to
bringing people to Ruidoso, to make it
a destination point,” says Johnson.

“That is the most important goal for
us to achieve, to make Ruidoso a year-
round destination point, whether it be
for horse racing, skiing or anything
else we have to offer as a community,”
says Johnson, “What is good for Rui-
doso is good for Ruidoso Downs and
vice versa.”

Ruidoso has always been a vacation
destination. However, with this sum-
mer's opening of the Ruidoso Civic
Events Center, Ruidoso is now a desti-
nation for businessmen and women.
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“The Civic
Center will
propel Rui-
doso into the
convention
and ex-
hibitors
market,”
said Alon-
2o

“These events
bring a lot of money to town.”

When the oil bust of the mid 1980s
crippled Texas and Oklahoma, Ruidoso
found itself limping.

“We hit bottom and now we're in
our third year of increasing gross re-
ceipt activity,” Alonzo says, “It's fragile
because it's only increasing two to
three percent per year.” NMEJ

Aleta Walther is a free lance writer [iving
in Rufdoso,

Photos: At keft, Main Strect, Ruidoso,
Above, ki Apache.

centers in New Mexico.

THE PROVIDER OF CHOICE
IN LONG TERM HEALTHCARE

Dedicated to providing quality healthcare services to our nation’s elderly through
skilled nursing care, rehabilitation services, subacute care, pharmacy services, and
a nationally recognized Alzheimer's program.

Horizon Healthcare Corporation serves patients throughout the United States
through more than 60 nursing centers in seven states including 16 nursing

(Ruidoso, Albugquerque, Santa Fe, Las Cruces, Farmington, Roswell, Hobbs,
Tucumcari, Gallup, Alamogordo, Las Vegas, Fort Sumner)
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HORIZON HEALTHCARE CORPORATION

(NYSE-HHC)

6001 Indian School Road, NE « Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110 « (505) 881-4961
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